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CRIMINAL JUSTICE  
and COLLEGE STUDENTS
YOUR FUTURE IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE

You chose this criminal justice course for a reason. 
Reflect for a moment on that reason. For those of you 
who are not criminal justice majors, you may have 
selected the course because it seemed interesting. 
For others of you who are criminal justice majors, you 
may aspire to work in criminal justice at some point in 
the future. A few of you may have chosen the class for 
practical reasons: It may have been the only class open 
when you registered for classes.

Regardless of why you chose this class, look to your 
future and consider how criminal justice will affect your 
life. Take out a note card, draw a line down the middle 
of the card, and in the right-hand column, write the 

following words (as a list): victims, offenders, current 
or future practitioners, research subjects, future policy 
makers, and future researchers.

Next, beside each word or phrase, indicate whether 
you anticipate playing that role in criminal justice in the 
future. For the roles in criminal justice that you expect 
to play, briefly explain how (for example, for “current or 
future practitioner,” write down the career you might be 
interested in).

Finally, use the notecard as a bookmark as you read 
the rest of the text. This will help you to remember the 
important roles you might play in criminal justice in the 
future.

´´ Students are easily accessible.

´´ Student samples are cost- and time-efficient.

´´ Researchers can measure change fairly easily with students.

´´ Students are people, too.

´´ Students reflect culture.

´´ Students tend to be close to the age category most often involved in 
crime or deviance.

´´ Students can learn from the research process.

Studies using college students as a sample tend to focus on the behav-
iors of college students, their victimization experiences, tests of theory, and 
attitudes of students. Although a number of limitations exist with using 
college students as research subjects, the discipline of criminal justice has 
learned a great deal from our college student research subjects.

College Students as Future Policy Makers

Some college students have a role as future policy makers. Think about  
that . . . you, or your study partner, might be a future legislator. Just for 
fun, put the word Governor or Senator in front of your name. Sounds 
good, doesn’t it? Although we are making light of this suggestion, the 
real fact is that most legislators have a college education. Learning 
about criminal justice from a balanced perspective as college students 


